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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Bro. Wes Guyton who is recovering from  


surgery. Also remember his mother.


Sis. Pam Gay’s father.  


Bro. Rick Hulsey struggles with his health


Bro. Dennis Nash in rehab for Parkinson’s


Sis. Tiffney Wiggs recovering from surgery 


Sis. Nancy Woods recovering from a broken


wrist. Check the board in the back for others 


that I do not know about.





Our expectant mother Anna Tramell





___________________________________


Upcoming Dates to Remember





Bible Forum …………………March 22-26


VBS ………………………….June 14-18


Youth Forum ………………...July 9-11





____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Grant Hicks


Song Leader----Michael Burke


Lord's Supper---Bill Hodge


   Asst. 1-----Ryan Pink


   Asst. 2-----Whit Hays


   Asst. 3-----David Taylor


   Asst. 4-----Chris Jackson


   Asst. 5-----Lloyd Jackson


2nd Prayer----Jeff Lacquement


Read Scripture---Josh Green


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Dion Clark


Closing Prayer---Matt Jones 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Mark Bowman


Song Leader-------Ken Gay


2nd Prayer------Jack Green


Read Scripture ---Preston Jackson


Sermon----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper----Marty Hammond


Announcements----Dion Clark


Closing Prayer---Joey Jackson


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Malcolm Smith


 Invitation---Preston Jackson


 Closing Prayer---Michael Burke





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5
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An Incorruptible Crown





     On Thursday night, week before last, the 21st winter Olympics began in Vancouver BC with the fanfare that only such an event could bring. The opening ceremonies displayed more than 2500 competitors at a cost of some $30 million dollars. Although small compared to the summer games, it is heralded as Canada’s biggest ever television event with a nightly audience of 23 million Canadians plus the rest of the world. Begun in 1859, as a way to promote international peace the games have been fraught with violence and canceled because of two world wars.  


   The Olympics are a far cry from the games that began in 776 BC as a religious festival honoring Zeus the chief Greek god. Consisting only of a chariot race, footrace, discus match, boxing and wrestling, the matches promoted the strictest adherence to the physical and mental training that would allow the athlete to finish the course and win the prize. To emerge the winner and receive the crown was to bring the highest honor to one’s self and his city. The first winner was “Koroibos of Elis” and it is said that he was perceived as a god (much like today). After Emperor � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodosius_I" \o "Theodosius I" �Theodosius I� proclaimed Christianity the religion of the Empire, Rome banned pagan rites and the Olympic Games were outlawed as a pagan festival in 393 AD. 


         I don’t know if the Apostle Paul was a sports fan or if he ever saw the games but it is interesting that he along with the Hebrew writer used their likeness to emphasize the Christian’s race to an everlasting crown.  


				Cont on Page 3 





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)











SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





grace expressed in Jesus Christ.  


     Teach them to be humbled in His presence, to give up self in order to serve Him.  Fill them with hope, as they trust in His precious promises.  And they will worship God with joy and reverence.





****************


In the next few weeks we will be looking at some articles that address the elements of our worship. I hope you will read them carefully, I think they will help us worship with joy and reverence.		JP


__________________________________


Keeping step with God





     “Be ye therefore perfect even as your Father in Heaven is perfect.”


     While walking one night on a city street I was startled by a sharp clanging noise above my head. When I looked up I realized that I was directly beneath the tower where a huge clock was striking midnight. I took my watch from my pocket and the hands were pointed directly to the hour of twelve. It hardly seemed possible, that, that tiny piece of mechanism in my hand could keep time with the huge machinery that filled the whole room of the tower; but the proof was before me.


     As I gazed at the two pairs of hands of such diverse proportions, I understood as never before that the most insignificant human being needed only to be clean, in running order and divinely regulated to keep time with divinity itself ---to be perfect even as the Father is perfect.


		(Author Unknown)


					





of fleshly appetite for food (1 Corinthians 11:22).  Or, it could be “in remembrance” of Christ (verses 24-25).  We must be impressed with the fact that true worship (1) proceeds from a worshipful heart, and (2) such an heart has profound respect for God’s instructions concerning worship.  Worship is vain (empty, void, worthless) if we (1) ignore New Testament examples and regulations given regarding means of expression—assuming any means used will please God (Mark 7:1-7; Colossians 2:23); or (2) use the above “items” of worship, without making them a genuine expression of the heart (Habakkuk 2:1-2).  Worship is also void that does not proceed from clean hands, pure life.  Remember “leave there thy gift” (Matthew 5:23-24; see Isaiah 1:11-17).


     It is in order here to warn that there is no short cut to genuine worship.  Concern about “cold formalism” and “traditions” have caused some to advocate mechanical means for more “spirituality.”  Stand in a circle, hold hands, close your eyes, turn your face toward God—and sway gently as you pray.  (If that does not produce the “Spirit”, let me know and I will change the recipe.).  How is our “artificial” worship helped by more artificial lighting effects, “mood” music, or tricky little antiphonal songs that force participation upon those who could not be moved by the love of God?  The “hypocrisy” of traditional services” is not helped by an emotional screen—a mask that cannot take the place of “spirit and truth” (John 4:24).


     Improving the worship is but a part of the whole job of turning people to God—getting them to partake of the divine nature.  It is not the “service” that needs changing.  It is the “people” who must be changed to new creatures, truly converted.  Convince people of the true God, of their sins which separate them from God, of His 








     In the Bible, the Greek word for “worship” signifies “to prostrate oneself,” “to kiss the hand toward one” in token of reverence, even to “fall upon the knees and touch the ground with the forehead.”  Thayer says hence in the New Testament, “by kneeling or prostration to do homage (to one) or make obeisance . . . to express respect . . . make supplication.”  Vines says “it is not confined to praise; broadly it may be regarded as the direct acknowledgment to God, of His nature, attributes, ways and claims . . .” by word or deed.  True worship begins with deep respect or reverence for God, a frame of heart, an attitude.  This must be fixed in one’s mind before we go further.  An “act” of worship is an act proceeding from or the result of that attitude.


     A concordance will furnish ample proof that “worship” is not limited to an assembly.  Worshipful individuals pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17), sing psalms (James 5:13), and show respect and veneration for God in all aspects of life (Colossians 3:17f).  But general acts of worship neither negate nor take the place of specific gatherings for worship on the part of the people of God.  Precepts and examples tell us New Testament Christians gathered to pray, sing, give, edify one another, and to partake of the Lord’s Supper. I can count five without considering this a liturgical ritual, or thinking “five acts” per se constitute acceptable worship.


     Singing is not, of itself, worship.  It may be a prideful exhibition of talent, or gratification of our love for music.  Or, it could be “making melody in your heart to the Lord” (Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16).  Eating bread and drinking grape juice is not, of itself, worship.  It could be an empty habit, or even the satisfying





Elements of True Worship


By Robert F. Turner		®
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It was customary to train with weights so that when they were removed one would be swift. The Hebrew writer speaks of the weight of sin,  “lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,” (Heb 12:1). Paul says that only one receives the prize and we are to run so that we are the winner. He speaks of self-control, of running with certainty, fighting with purpose and pressing on to the finish; “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. No, I buffet my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize”.  (1 Cor 9:24-27) (NIV)


     Nothing is certain until the race is finished and we must be prepared to press on toward the incorruptible crown. Not that I have already obtained, or am already made perfect: but I press on, if so be that I may lay hold on that for which also I was laid hold on by Christ Jesus. Brethren, I could not myself yet to have laid hold: but one thing (I do), forgetting the things which are behind, and stretching forward to the things which are before. I press on toward the goal unto the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 


(Phil 3:12-14)


     Are you buffeting yourself daily that you may win the prize? It is much too important to miss.


			JP








